
Summer Reading List  

AP English Language and Composition 
 

Students assigned to AP English in August are required to read two books this summer, one 

fiction and one nonfiction. There will be a test for the nonfiction text you choose and a project 

for the fiction text to be completed within the first two weeks of school in class.   

Students can earn extra credit for your test or project by presenting your annotated copies of the 

texts they choose.  

Additionally, you may reach out to me, james.kernek@ocps.net, if you are interested in a text on 

these lists as an alternate text. If you elect for this option, I need enough time in advance to read 

the text(s) you would like to substitute. The lists from which you may choose are: 

 

Nonfiction 

• In Cold Blood by Truman Capote - On November 15, 1959, in the small town of 

Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts 

from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the 

crime, and there were almost no clues (goodreads.com). 

• The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin – It consists of two “letters,” written on the 

occasion of the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation, that exhort Americans, 

both black and white, to attack the terrible legacy of racism (goodreads.com).  

• The Burn Journals by Brent Runyon - In 1991, fourteen-year-old Brent Runyon came 

home from school, doused his bathrobe in gasoline, put it on, and lit a match. He suffered 

third-degree burns over 85% of his body and spent the next year recovering in hospitals 

and rehab facilities. During that year of physical recovery, Runyon began to question 

what he’d done, undertaking the complicated journey from near-death back to high 

school, and from suicide back to the emotional mainstream of life (amazon.com).  

• I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb - When the Taliban took control of 

the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced 

and fought for her right to an education (goodreads.com). 

• Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass - Born a slave 

circa1818 (slaves weren't told when they were born) on a plantation in Maryland, 

Douglass taught himself to read and write. In 1845, seven years after escaping to the 

North, he published Narrative, the first of three autobiographies. This book calmly but 

dramatically recounts the horrors and the accomplishments of his early years—the daily, 

casual brutality of the white masters; his painful efforts to educate himself; his decision to 

find freedom or die; and his harrowing but successful escape (goodreads.com). 

Fiction 

• The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald - The story of the mysteriously wealthy Jay 

Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, of lavish parties on Long Island at 

a time when The New York Times noted “gin was the national drink and sex the national 

obsession,” it is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s (amazon.com). 



• A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini - It is a tale of two generations of 

characters brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep of war, where personal lives - 

the struggle to survive, raise a family, find happiness - are inextricable from the history 

playing out around them (goodreads.com).  

• A Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel García Márquez - the story of the rise and fall, 

birth and death of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of the Buendiá 

family. Inventive, amusing, magnetic, sad and alive with unforgettable men and 

women—brimming with truth, compassion, and a lyrical magic that strikes the soul—this 

novel is a masterpiece in the art of fiction(amazon.com). 

• The House of Spirits by Isabel Allende - Here is patriarch Esteban, whose wild desires 

and political machinations are tempered only by his love for his ethereal wife, Clara, a 

woman touched by an otherworldly hand. Their daughter, Blanca, whose forbidden love 

for a man Esteban has deemed unworthy infuriates her father, yet will produce his 

greatest joy: his granddaughter Alba, a beautiful, ambitious girl who will lead the family 

and their country into a revolutionary future(goodreads.com). 

• Brave New World by Aldous Huxley - Largely set in a futuristic World State, inhabited 

by genetically modified citizens and an intelligence-based social hierarchy, the novel 

anticipates huge scientific advancements in reproductive technology, sleep-learning, 

psychological manipulation and classical conditioning that are combined to make a 

dystopian society which is challenged by only a single individual: the story's protagonist 

(goodreads.com).  


